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Caletitar'No. 1432 


S2p CONGRESS SENATE £ Report 
Pd Session , } No. 1500 


AMENDING THE NAVY RATION STATUTE SO AS TO 
PROVIDE FOR THE SERVING OF OLEOMARGARINE OR 
MARGARINE 


Mr. Hunt, from the Committee on Armed Services, submitted the 


following 


REPORT 


The Committee on Armed Services, to whom was referred the bill 
(S. 2083) to amend the Navy ration statute so as to provide for the 
serving of oleomargarine or margarine, having considered the same, 
report favorably thereon without amendment, and recommend that 
the bill do pass. 


PURPOSE OF THE BILI 


The purpose of the bill is to amend the Navy ration statute so as 
to permit, but not require, the serving of oleomargarine or margarine 


EXPLANATION OF THE BILL 


Components of Navy ration are fired by statute 

The basic Navy ration statute (47 Stat. 1423) sets out in detail the 
specific amounts of various components which shall constitute the 
ration of Navy personnel. The statute was amended on February 
21, 1942 (56 Stat. 97), to provide for the serving of canned fruit or 
vegetable juices or powdered or concentrated fruit juices This latter 
act did not, however, affect the provision in the basic act which pro- 
vides for the inclusion of 1.6 ounces of butter in the ration. 

The act of October 10, 1942 (56 Stat. 780), suspended the Navy 
ration law until 6 months after the termination of the war. This 
suspension was repealed by joint resolution July 25, 1947 (61 Stat 


451), effective January 1, 1948, and is thus no longer operative. 
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Components of Army and Air Force ration are fixed by Executive order 

The Army and Air Force do not have a basic ration statute similar 
to that of the Navy. The components of their ration are established 
by the President under the act of February 2, 1901 (31 Stat. 758). 
Pursuant to that act, there were issued a series of Executive orders, 
the last of which is Executive Order 5952, November 23, 1932. That 
order specified the items which would constitute the garrison ration 
and made provision for exceptions to it, such as the field ration under 
which the Army has operated since 1942. Ration components and 
substitutes are prescribed by the Department of the Army (or the 
Department of the Air Force) or the commander of the field forces. 
The Army and Air Force ration is, therefore, susceptible of broad 
substitution and does not preclude the use of oleomargarine or marga- 
rine as a table spread. 
History of appropriation acts as related to ration com ponents 

[In the Military Appropriation Acts for the vears 1932 through 1949, 
the Quartermaster General of the Army was limited in the use of 
oleomargarine by the following language: 
Provided, That none of the money appropriated in this Act shall be used for the 
purchase of oleomargarine or butter substitutes for other than cooking purposes, 


except to supply an expressed preference therefor or for use where climate or 
other conditions render the use of butter impracticable: 


The 1950 and 1951 appropriation acts make no reference to oleo- 
margarine. The Appropriations Committee report on the 1950 
measure (H. Rept. 117, Sist Cong.) states: 

The first proviso is unduly restrictive and imposes a legal limitation upon what 
should properly be a matter of administrative discretion in the operation of the 
Army For this reason, and in the interest of possible economies, the committee 
has deleted the proviso. 


Present status 

Thus at the present time, whether oleomargarine will be served by 
the Army or the Air force is a discretionary matter. It cannot be 
served in the Navy because of the basic Navy ration statute as last 
amended in 1933. 

The bill would place all services on a common basis. 


DEPARTMENTAL RECOMMENDATION 


The Department of the Navy, on behalf of the Department of 
Defense, interposes no objection to the enactment of S. 2083, as is 
evidenced by the following letter: 


DEPARTMENT OF THE Navy, 
OFFICE OF THE JUDGE ADVOCATE GENERAL, 
Washington 25, D. C., September 17, 1951. 
Hon. Ricwarp B. Russet, 
Chairman, Committee on Armed Services, 
United States Senate, Washington 06. .-C. 

My Dear Mr. CuHairman: Reference is made to your recent request to the 
Secretary of Defense for the views of the Department of Defense with respect to 
the bill S. 2083 to amend the Navy ration statute so as to provide for the serving 
of oleomargarine or margarine. The Secretary of Defense has delegated to this 
Department the responsibility for preparing a coordinated report on behalf of the 
Department of Defense. 

The purpose of the bill is as stated in the title. Under the provisions of the 
bill, the use of oleomargarine or margarine as a substitute for butter would be a 
matter of administrative determination, as is true of all other elements of the 
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Navy ration. The bill would thus permit, but not require, the use of a food 
product used extensively in the domestic economy, and would increase the adapt- 
ability of menus to existing operating conditions. 

The Department of the Navy, on behalf of the Department of Defense, inter- 
poses no objection to the enactment of S. 2083. 

This report has been coordinated within the Department of Defense in accord- 
ance with procedures prescribed by the Secretary of Defense. 

The Department of the Navy has been advised by the Bureau of the Budget 
that there is no objection to the submission of this report to the ¢ ongress, 

Sincerely Vours, 
G. L. Russk&.u, 
Rear Adm al, ( nited Slates Vai p 
Judge Advocate*General of the Navy, 


For the Seeretaryv of the Navy 


CHANGES IN EXISTING LAW 


In compliance with subsection 4 of rule XXIX of the Standing Rules 
of the Senate, there is herewith printed in parallel columns the text of 
provisions of existing laws which would be repealed or amended by the 
various provisions of the bill: 


ExistTina Law THe Bi 
Act of March 2, 1938 (47 Stat. 1423), as Section 1 of the Act of March 2, 1933 
amended 17 Stat. 1423), as amended by the Act 


Sections 1580 and 1581, Revised Stat- Of February 21, 1942 (56 Stat. 97; title 
» 2 T ‘ wae OND; ca vein iT a, 
utes, as amended by the Act of June 29, 24; U.S. C., see. 902a), is hereby further 


1906, and the Act of March 2, 1907 (34. ®mended by inserting immediately after 
Stat. 570, 571, 1193; U.S. C., title 34, the word “butter” the words “or oleo 
secs. 902, 903, 906), are hereby repealed. M4rgarine or margarine 


The Navy ration issued to each per- 
son entitled thereto shall consist of the 
following daily allowance or provisions: 
Kight ounces of biscuit or twelve ounces 
of soft bread or twelve ounces of flour 
twelve ounces of presery ed meat or four- 
teen ounces of salt or smoked meat or 
twenty ounces of fresh meat or fresh 
fish or poultry; twelve ounces of dried 
vegetables or eighteen ounces of canned 
vegetables or forty-four ounces of fresh 
vegetables; four ounces of dried fruit or 
ten ounces of canned fruit or six ounces 
of preserved fruit or sixteen ounces of 
fresh fruit or six ounces of canned fruit 
or vegetable juices, or one ounce of pow- 
dered fruit juices, or six-tenths of an 
ounce of concentrated fruit juices; two 
ounces of cocoa or two ounces of coffee 
or one-half ounce of tea; four ounces of 
evaporated milk or one ounce of pow- 
dered milk or one-half pint of fresh milk, 
together with one and six-tenths ounces 
of butter, one and six-tenths ounces of 
cereals or rice or starch foods, one-half 
ounce of cheese, one and two-tenths eggs, 
one and six-tenths ounces of lard or lard 
substitute, two-fifths of a gill of oils or 
sauces or vinegar, five ounces of sugar 
and such quantities of baking powder 
and soda, flavoring extracts, mustard, 
pepper, pickles, salt, sirup, spices, and 
veast as required. 
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